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Protective Armor  
Kevlar and Faith  
Kevlar is the trademarked name of poly-para-phenylene terephthalamide, a nylonlike polymer 
that was first produced by Du Pont in 1971. Kevlar can be made into tough, stiff, high-melting 
fibers and is five times stronger per weight than steel. That’s pretty impressive. Kevlar has a 
wide variety of applications, the most familiar use being protective clothing, particularly the 
Kevlar helmet and vest used by military and law enforcement personnel. 
Indeed, as body armor Kevlar is a very strong material and can stop all sorts of harmful 
projectiles that could otherwise cause serious injury or death. I would much rather pick myself 
up from the ground, bruised but not broken because my body armor stopped a bullet, rather than 
take up residence in a pine box. I doubt that anyone would disagree with me.  
I can, however, think of several significant limitations of Kevlar. It won’t stop everything that 
might be thrown at you, it only protects what it covers. In order to have a certain amount of 
protection and allow the wearer to remain mobile, body armor is designed to protect from the 
neck down to the groin area. The theory is that a good marksman would aim for center mass of a 
human target. That leaves portions of the body unprotected. In fact, I remember a promotional 
film that was done for Kevlar in which the round fired at the brave human training aid missed 
hitting the subject’s vest and resulted in a leg wound. I kid you not! Talk about bloops and 
blunders! There are some situations where body shields are used with or without body armor, but 
guess what? Those shields won’t stop everything either, only protect what they cover, and are 
only useful in useful in certain situations. 
What does Kevlar have to do with faith? The obvious conclusion is that one must have faith in 
the protective properties of one’s body armor to maintain maximum aggressiveness and 
effectiveness in a combat situation. While that is certainly true, there’s more. 

Key Verse: 
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above 
all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. Ephesians 6:11-16 (NKJV) 
While many books have been written and even more sermons delivered concerning the ‘whole 
armor of God’, this writer offers a few brief points for the your consideration. 



1. While man-made body armor and protects only against external projectiles and cannot 
protect against every type of onslaught, our faith can protect against anything that is 
thrown at us! That includes external hostile forces and that which arises internally, out 
of our own selfish and sinful human nature.  

2. Our faith is available and effective at any time and in any situation, no matter how 
severe the onslaught from our enemy (principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, spiritual 
hosts of wickedness) might appear. There is absolutely nothing our adversary the devil 
can throw at us that our faith cannot overcome.  

3. Not everyone is issued Kevlar body armor, nor can everyone find it or even purchase it if 
it is available commercially. Everyone has access to God’s armor, including the shield 
of faith, but no one can afford it. The price is too high. It is ours for the asking, but only 
available because of God’s love and the price paid at Calvary.  

So What? 
Body armor can save a soldier’s or law enforcement officer’s life. It’s useless when left behind 
in an equipment locker or armory. With our faith, we are able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. The operative terms here are ‘can’ and ‘are able’. It’s greatly comforting to know 
that we as Christians have at our disposal a faith that can overcome any onslaught of the enemy.  
As soldiers of the Cross, we are hit with all sorts of hostile projectiles fired from a variety of 
weapons ranging anywhere from water pistols to rocket launchers (an understatement?). A 
relatively harmless bit of water for one person could seem like an anti-tank round to another 
soldier in the foxhole. Regardless, we are all in the same foxhole of life and our faith can truly 
‘quench all the fiery darts’.  
Do we always overcome? This guy doesn’t, that’s for sure. Hopefully, as time passes and as long 
as I grow in my faith, my combat losses become fewer and fewer. The challenge is to continue 
growing! The excuse ‘The Devil made me do it!” is a lie. Just in case you aren’t sure that we can 
withstand anything with our faith in Christ, listen to the words of the Apostle Paul to the early 
church at Ephesus… 
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) 
A verse from a favorite hymn comes to mind... 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail,  
When the howling storms of doubt assail,  
By the living Word of God I shall prevail,  
Standing on the promises of God! 
R Kelso Carter, ‘Standing on the Promises’ 


